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the LMDT to obtain water rights and
under the condition that the Bureau
would not spend its own funds to main-
tain or repair the Tunnel. In the early
1990s, however, litigation compelled the
Bureau to take responsibility for the
quality of the water discharged by the
Tunnel. The Bureau constructed a
water treatment plant, and Congress
authorized the Bureau under P.L. 102-
575 to treat the water discharged from
the LMDT.

In 1995, however, a major collapse of
a segment of the tunnel was detected.
Since that time, mine water has pooled
behind the blockage. Today the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency esti-
mates that close to 1 billion gallons of
water contaminated with toxic levels
of cadmium, zinc, and manganese, has
collected. The citizens of Leadville,
Lake County, and the area downstream
of the LMDT are deeply worried that
the building pressure from this volumi-
nous quantity of water will cause the
blockage to burst and flood the town,
resulting in a public health and envi-
ronmental disaster. This winter’s
heavy snowfall has some concerned
that spring snowmelt will further bal-
loon the quantity of toxic water and
exacerbate the risk. Under intense
scrutiny, this week the EPA and the
Bureau have partnered to begin pump-
ing some of the water to the treatment
plant and I appreciate their response.
But these actions are only a small
piece of the puzzle in making sure the
LMDT never becomes a disaster.

In recent years the Federal Govern-
ment’s implementation of a long-term
fix for the mine has been jammed up as
badly as the mine tunnel itself. My bill
focuses on making sure the long term
solution for the LMDT moves forward
as expeditiously as possible. My bill
gives the Secretary of the Interior and
the Bureau of Reclamation clear au-
thority and responsibility to maintain
the LMDT in a manner that protects
human health and the environment.
For many years the Bureau has main-
tained that it is not responsible for
changed conditions within the LMDT.
My bill eliminates any ambiguity on
this point, and compels the Bureau to
act.

Specifically, the legislation directs
the Bureau to participate in the long-
term remedy for the LMDT that has al-
ready been approved by the EPA, the
Colorado Department of Public Health
and Environment, and has been vetted
through public meetings. The bill also
authorizes the necessary funds for im-
plementation of the long-term remedy.
The long-term solution for the LMDT,
specified under the fully approved and
vetted EPA superfund Record of Deci-
sion, is much more extensive than the
pumping and water treatment activity
now underway. It will involve con-
struction of a bulkhead in the tunnel
to isolate the contaminated pool, back-
filling the tunnel, as well as several
other actions.

My bill also directs the Secretary of
the Interior, in cooperation with the
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State and the EPA, to conduct a study
to determine whether any blockages in
the LMDT have affected, or are affect-
ing, water quality and aquatic life in
the Arkansas River in the vicinity
downstream of the LMDT. We must en-
sure that the problems with the LMDT
blockage do not impact the water qual-
ity of the Arkansas River, which is the
lifeblood of so many communities. This
study will help improve our under-
standing of the conditions of the head-
waters near the LMDT.

For too long the inaction on fixing
the LMDT has been a case study in
Federal paralysis, with the citizens of
Leadville and Lake County caught in
the middle. This legislation will estab-
lish the conditions and authority nec-
essary to make the long-term fix at the
Leadville Mine Drainage Tunnel a re-
ality as soon as possible.

—————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  463—CON-
GRATULATING VIVIAN STRINGER
ON WINNING 800 GAMES IN WOM-
EN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Mr. MENENDEZ submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 463

Whereas Vivian Stringer has coached wom-
en’s college basketball for 36 seasons;

Whereas Vivian Stringer has coached the
Rutgers University women’s college basket-
ball team for the past 13 seasons;

Whereas Vivian Stringer is the first coach
in men’s or women’s college basketball to
lead 3 different schools to the Final Four;

Whereas Vivian Stringer was inducted into
the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame in
2001;

Whereas Vivian Stringer was named by
Sports Illustrated as one of the 101 Most In-
fluential Minorities in Sports in 2003;

Whereas Vivian Stringer was a recipient of
the Black Coaches Association’s Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2004;

Whereas Vivian Stringer helped lead Team
USA to a gold medal as an assistant coach
for the United States Olympic women’s bas-
ketball team in the 2004 Olympic Games in
Athens, Greece;

Whereas Vivian Stringer was inducted into
the New Jersey Sports Hall of Fame and the
Sport in Society Hall of Fame in 2005;

Whereas Vivian Stringer has made signifi-
cant contributions in advancing the popu-
larity of and esteem for women’s college bas-
ketball;

Whereas Vivian Stringer has been a role
model for countless young women not only
in the United States, but all over the world;

Whereas Vivian Stringer is only the third
women’s college basketball coach to win 800
games, joining only 5 men’s coaches who
reached the same milestone; and

Whereas Vivian Stringer broke the record
for African-American coaches in either
men’s or women’s college basketball by be-
coming the first to win 800 games: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate honors Vivian
Stringer for the significant accomplishment
of winning 800 games in women’s college bas-
ketball and sends its sincere congratulations
for this historic accomplishment.

S1387

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that an oversight hearing has been
scheduled before the Subcommittee on
Public Lands and Forests of the Senate
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

The hearing will be held on Thurs-
day, March 13, 2008, at 2:30 p.m. in room
SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building. The purpose of the hearing is
to receive testimony regarding old-
growth forest science, policy and man-
agement in the Pacific Northwest re-
gion.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, United States Senate,
Washington, DC 20510-6150, or by e-mail
to rachel_pasternack@energy.senate
.gov. For further information, please
contact Rachel Pasternack at (202) 224—
0883 or Kira Finkler at 202-224-5523.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, February 28, 2008,
at 9:30 a.m., in open session, with a pos-
sibility of a closed session, to receive
testimony on the Department of the
Navy in review of the defense author-
ization request for fiscal year 2009 and
the Future Years Defense Program.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
February 28, 2008, at 10 a.m., in order to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Semi-
annual Monetary Policy Report To
Congress.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, February 28, 2008, at 10 a.m.,
in room 253 of the Russell Senate Office
Building, in order to conduct a hearing.
The purpose of this hearing is to review
the President’s proposed Department of
Transportation budget for the 2009 fis-
cal year.
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